Is an Asteroid Expected to Hit the
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A number of doomsday warnings have come and gone o\
the years.
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How to Spot Fake News

Tips for spotting fake news

-

The internet and social media is filled with fake news
stories. They can cause a lot of confusion about
what’s going on in the world.

It can be very hard to tell which news stories are real,
and which news stories are fake.

< If there's ever a time when you aren’t sure if a news
story is fake, try using this checklist to help you

_ figure it out.
#1 - Look at the website

Is it a website that you recognize?

Some websites pretend to be news sites,
but aren’t really news sites with real
journalists.

NP Canadian News, World News anc X +

3 C (¢ @ nationalpost.com A ¢

NATIONATI=POST
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#2 - Read the entire article, not just the headline

Stop! Don’t Charge Your Phone This Way

You might want to think twice before plugging in at an airport

or on the train.

e N
Many people only read the title of a news article. But the title doesn’t always
give the full story. Take a moment and look through the article. Did the

author create a headline just to shock you into reading it?

- J

#3 - Check the author p—

Otters spotted in southern Alberta city for first
time in about a century

f ¥ = & in

Animal's appearance is a sign of a healthy river ecosystem, parks expert says

Sarah Rieger - CBC News - Posted: Feb 12, 2020 6:13 PM MT | Last Updated: February 12

. . . . A
Credible news stories mention the author’'s name. Do you recognize

the author of the news story? If you recognize the author, do you
trust them? If the story doesn’t have an author, it doesn’t mean the
article is fake. But be cautious.
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#4 - Check if there are any sources

~

If the story includes any facts or claims, does
the author say where they came from? This is
called a source. If the author doesn’t have any
sources, facts or claims may not be true. Here's
an example of an article with a source.

y

Source

Last October, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a
report that called for “unprecedented changes in all aspects of society” if the world is to keep
global warming below the Paris Agreement target of 1.5 degrees by 2100. The report said
global greenhouse gases will need to fall by about 45 per cent below 2010 levels within the
next 12 years, and reach “net zero” by 2050 — a conclusion echoed in Monday’s publication
from Environment Canada.

#5 - Look for other news stories on the same topic

GO gle cruise ship quarantined !, &}

Q Al ENews [JvVideos [ Images < Shopping i More Seftings  Tools

About 92,100,000 results (0.55 seconds)

Top stories

Coronavirus updates: Japan relaxes cruise This Cruise Ship Has
15th COVID-19 case ship quarantine for the Highest COVID-19
confirmed in U.S. as elderly amid fears of Infection Rate in the
cases in China reach... virus spread World
NBC News Washington Post Time
3 hours ago 5 hours ago 10 hours ago

4 )

You can do a Google search about the topic to see if any other
news sites are writing about it. Usually, a popular story will be

reported by many well-known news sites.
\- J
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#6 - Check if it's meant to be a joke

)
THE'

BEAVERTON

NATIONAL WORLD SPORTS BUSINESS CULTURE BEAVFEED VIDEO PO!

NATIONAL - 3 WEEKS AGO

Harry fired from temp job after giving too many
inspirational speeches at drive thru window
VICTORIA - The Duke of Sussex's employment at a local Tim Hortons was terminated

today after he repeatedly gave customers long, uplifting speeches about their
important role in society. The...

N
Many websites write fake news as a joke. An example is The
Beaverton, which writes joke stories about popular topics in Canada.
The story may look real, but it's meant to be a joke, or satire.

Here's an example of a satire story about Prince Harry being fired
from a job at Tim Hortons.
\ J

#7 - Check the date of the story

WEATHER ALERT: Snowfall warning

Storm expected to cause slow commute Dec. 12
Dec 11,2016

Sometimes you might see an interesting story on Facebook.
But if you look closely, you'll see it was written many years
ago. Some people share old stories to get more attention.
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#8 - Use a “fact-checking” website

To help you figure out if a story is true or
not, you can:

¢ ask a friend who reads and listens to a
lot of news

e ask a librarian at your local library

® use a website called Snopes. It
researches popular stories to figure out if
_ they're real or fake

J

%opes

Submit a Topic Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 Fact Checks

Claim

An asteroid is expected to hit earth in mid-February 2020.

Rating

False

About this rating &
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Let's go to www.snopes.com

On the bottom of the screen, you'll see a
round icon that's red, yellow, and green.
This is Google Chrome. Can you click it

\once to open it?

H L Type here to search

N ENDES OO

e

\§

Click over here on the address bar. This is where we can type any
website we want to go to. Can you type snopes.com?

When you're done, press .

~
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Let's learn about Snopes

/

Snopes is a website where you can fact-check
news, articles, and stories. For example, if you read
an article on Facebook and wonder if it's true, you
can check Snopes. It will tell you if the story is real,
fake, or satire.

You can search for a certain story, or browse their

collections to see fact-checked news.

A{

Is an Asteroid Expected to Hit the Day
After Valentine’s Day 2020?

A number of doomsday warnings have come and gone over the years.

DAN EVON
PUBLISHED 13 FEBRUARY 2020

Image via NASA/ Stock Image
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Let's search for a news story

You can use the search bar at the top of the page to
search for any topic or news article.

Can you click on the search bar and type Shark

Hurricane? When you're done, press .

$1opes

Submit a Topic Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 Fact Checks News Videos Archive Abouf

%opes

Submit a Topic Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 FactChecks News Videos Archive Abou

You searched for: shark hurricane

Showing page 1 of 5

Category: All ¥ From: All Time v

Does This Picture Show a Shark Swimming Down a
Highway After a Hurricane?

8/28/2017 - A much-repurposed photograph of a shark swimming down a flooded
highway after a hurricane is a fake.

Fake Photographs: Harvey Edition
8/28/2017 - As usual, fake and misleading images were circulated on social media in the

A

e N
Click on the first news article. It's called Does This Picture Show a Shark
Swimming Down a Highway After a Hurricane? This was a news story on

TV and on the internet.
\_ J
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Does This Picture Show a Shark
Swimming Down a Highway After a
Hurricane?

A much-repurposed photograph of a shark swimming down a flooded highway
after a hurricane is a fake.

DAVID MIKKELSON
PUBLISHED 29 AUGUST 2011

L>oes this photograph show a shark |
swimming down a Houston street
after Hurricane Harvey?

A

Click the Play button to watch the video.

-
Next, scroll down the page.
You'll see that Snopes has
labelled this story as False.

N\

Claim

A photograph shows a shark swimming down a highway
after a hurricane.

Rating

False

About this rating &

10
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The image of the shark was lifted from a 2005
photograph of a kayaker being trailed by a great
white shark and pasted into a photograph of a

flooded street:

Scroll down the page
again to see where

the story came from.
- _J

Sitting in a 3.8-metre sea
kayak and watching

a four-metre great
white approach vou is

a fairly tense experience

Let's try another story

‘ glopes bear motorcycle

mitaTopic | Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 Fact Checks News Videos Archiy

You searched for: bear motorcycle
Showing page 1 of 11

Category: All ¥ From:All Time v

7/19/2017 - A video showing a bear riding in a sidecar of a motorcycle may beggar belief,
but it is genuine.

/\ Bear Rides in Motorcycle Sidecar?

Now let’s search for another story. Scroll back up to the top of the page. Type
Bear motorcycle in the search bar. When you're done, press .

11
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Scroll down to check if the news story is real or
fake. You can also watch the video for more
information. What does the rating say?

Bear Rides in Motorcycle Sidecar?

Avideo showing a bear riding in a sidecar of a motorcycle may beggar belief,
but it is genuine.

DAN EVON
PUBLISHED 19 JULY 2017

w09 W) XF

UNILAD &
@

Only in Russia & wm

Claim

A video shows a bear riding in the sidecar of a motorcycle.

Rating

True

About this rating £

12
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Let's try one more story

(

-

Canadian skittles and press .

Snowplows Using Skittles to Maintain Roads?

Go back to the search bar at the top of the page. Type
Click on the first news article. It's called Are Canadian

giopes

Submita Topic =~ Shop Snopes What's New Hot50 Fact Checks News Videos Archive

You searched for: canadian skittles
Showing page 1 of 1

Category: All ¥ From: All Time v

Are Canadian Snowplows Using Skittles to Maintain

Roads?
1/21/2020 - A routine review of content labeled satire.

-

Scroll down to check the rating
of this news story. Snopes says

that this story is satire.

This means it was written as a
joke. It was not meant to be
“Fake News,” but to be funny!

Claim

Snowplows in Canadian towns are using Skittles brand
candy to maintain roads in winter.

Ratin

g
S

Labeled Sati

13
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Review

Did everything make sense?

Is there anything you want to try again?

Now let's see what you've learned

Do you think you can do
these things by yourself?

Check the date of a news story to see if it's current?

Not Yet

[]

L]

L]
Check the source of a story? []
[]

Use www.snopes.com to search if a story is real or fake?

L]

What do you want to do next?
(’ [ Refresh, (11 understand it all,

let’'s go over this lesson again let's go to the next lesson

14



